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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
1 1 , 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto, U.S. Pat. No. 7,302,696 B1 (hereinafter Yamamoto), in view of Gregory, 
U.S. Pat. No. 5909,673 (hereinafter Gregory), Bentolila et al., U.S. Pub. No. 
2003/0101451 A1 (hereinafter Bentolila), Nishi et al., WO 01/65852 A1 (citations rely 
on U.S. 2003/0023968 A1 - hereinafter Nishi), Holman, U.S. Pat. No. 5,285,278 
(hereinafter Holman) and Bradley et al., U.S. Pub. No. 2008/0098291 A1 (hereinafter 
Bradley). 
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Regarding claims 1, 12 and 13-18: Yamamoto teaches a signal processing 
apparatus and method comprising: a receiver for receiving data comprising print 
contents (see [abstract], [col. 2, II. 24-38], [col. 3, II. 15-26] for a receiver which 
receives data comprising printable contents) transmitted from a sender so as to be 
simultaneously receivable by a plurality of receivers (see [col. 2, II. 13-24], [col. 7, II. 
1-12] where coupon data is broadcasted on a channel accessible by a plurality of 
users); and a processor for outputting, to a printer, print data in accordance with both 
of the data received by the receiver and user information of a user of the signal 
processing apparatus (see [col. 8, II. 11-27] where a set top box which is connected 
to a set top box printer inherently has a processor for outputting to a printer; see also 
[fig. 17], [cols. 10-11, II. 59-8] for print data that is in accordance with coupon data 
and user information). 

Yamamoto also teaches wherein the data received by the receiver comprises 
a plurality of print contents (first data); wherein the processor automatically selects 
one of the plurality of print contents in accordance with the user information, and 
obtains the print data from the selected print content (see [cols. 10-11, II. 59-28] 
where the print contents received from a remote location can all be stored on the 
local set top box and selected in the same manner from that local location using 
user-related data to correlate which print content best matches the user); and 
wherein the user information comprises a location where the user is viewing a 
program, such that the processor selects one of the plurality of print contents in 
accordance with the location; the user information comprises information identifying 
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the user, and the processor selects one of the plurality of print contents in 
accordance with the information identifying the user; and the user information 
comprises information identifying a television set used by the user, such that the 
processor selects one of the plurality of print contents in accordance with the 
information identifying the television set (see [col. 4, II. 3-20], [cols. 10-11, II. 59-28] 
correlation using user-related data which is used for correlating containing a location 
of where the user is viewing, identification of the user, and information identifying a 
television set; see also [col. 2, II. 13-24] for coupon selection which is correlated with 
a television program the user is watching at a particular time at which it is 
broadcast). 

Yamamoto however does not explicitly teach the concept of sub-print 
contents; does not adequately teach the act of correlating coupons with user data or 
wherein the print content is constructed in a mark-up language. 

Gregory teaches a means of printing site specific coupons using print 
contents and sub-print contents (second data) where the sub-print contents are 
added prior to printing upon determining how to best customize the coupon to modify 
it for a particular use (see [col. 3, II. 57-67], [col. 7, II. 1-31] where information like the 
discount amount, expiration date, particular product, valid hours and dates are 
examples of some of the sub-print contents which can loaded into storage and later 
combined as needed to modify the print contents). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the print contents by using print content 
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templates which can be customized for a specific use by also providing sub-print 
contents which can be inserted prior to printing to fit a particular use, which reads on 
rewriting text data relating to the sub-print content, as taught by Gregory, in order to 
respond quickly to unique marketing conditions and tailor the coupons to target the 
needs of a particular type of customer, location or market. 

Bentolila teaches a system for targeting data which collects viewing data to 
describe the preference or habits of a viewer which include recording a time when 
the user started watching a program (see [26], [27], [105]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the type of user related data which is 
collected, as taught in Yamamoto, by including data which tracks a time when a user 
started watching a program as taught by Bentolila in order to identify which 
advertiser or content providers the viewer may be interested in (see [105]). 

While Gregory does not teach the methods of using a mark-up language to 
accomplish the modification of the general coupon templates with information 
specific to a particular customizable feature, Gregory does show that data relating to 
the sub-print content is rewritten (modified) according to specific missing information 
needed to complete the coupon (see [col. 7, II. 1-31]). 

Bradley however, teaches a similar system which uses generic templates, 
constructed using XML, to receive manually entered user information or can provide 
automatic customization by populating empty fields using well known database 
lookup functions, which is analogous Gregory's template modification and which 
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accomplishes the same end result; a user specific form ready for printing by the user 
(see [37], [45], [47]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the means of customizing 
templates, by using a mark-up language as the means to customize the template, as 
taught by Bradley, because mark up languages, as demonstrated, are well suited to 
provide dynamic forms such as customer statements, invoices, order confirmations, 
or even insurance policies which are analogous in functional design to the site 
specific forms taught in Gregory. 

Regarding claim 20: The combined teachings of the aforementioned prior 
art, teach a memory unit adapted to store the data-broadcast data, wherein the 
processing unit accesses the memory unit in response to a user's operation so as to 
output the print data for print content with setting information including at least one of 
information specifying the number of sheets to be printed and identification 
information of the print content (see Yamamoto [figs. 10, 11], [col. 8, II. 11-27], [col. 
8, II. 28-39], [col. 8, II. 50-61] where identification information, which specifies the 
coupon to be printed, is an inherent part of the printing process which allows the 
user to select a particular coupon, saved in a storage area "My Coupons", such that 
the user can send a specifically selected coupon among the other saved coupon to 
the printer for printing). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Thomas whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5080. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272-7296. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

J. Thomas 
/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



